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1.0 Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to ensure groundwater extraction facilities within the North
Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency (North Kings GSA) boundary are appropriately
registered with the North Kings GSA to provide critical data necessary for North Kings
GSA to manage the groundwater per the requirements of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act of 2014 (SGMA).

2.0 Background

The North Kings GSA is responsible for managing the groundwater within its boundary
and mitigating for the overdraft conditions per the approved Groundwater Sustainability
Plan (GSP). To best manage the groundwater within the boundary, the North Kings GSA
needs an accounting of all the groundwater extraction facilities. The information needed
includes extraction facility location, construction details, surface elevation and water
elevation data for all extraction facilities in its boundary.

SGMA grants authority to groundwater sustainability agencies to require groundwater
extraction facilities to be registered. Since April 2024, the North Kings GSA has had a
voluntary registration program and a small percentage of landowners have registered the
groundwater extraction facilities on their properties. An accounting of all groundwater
extraction facilities is needed to continue to manage the groundwater supply locally. The
North Kings GSA includes about 355,000 acres and it is estimated there are more than
8,000 groundwater extraction facilities within its boundaries. Requiring registration of
groundwater extraction facilities within its boundaries will provide the information needed
to manage the groundwater and ensure the GSP can be implemented. Additionally, it
allows for management decisions to be made per the GSP based on the conditions
experienced in regions of the North Kings GSA rather than across its entire boundary.

3.0 Definitions

The following terms are used in this policy and are defined as shown below:

Groundwater Extraction Facility: Groundwater Extraction Facility or Extraction
Facilities shall mean all groundwater wells constructed within the North Kings GSA
boundary including active wells, inactive wells, and abandoned wells, regardless of size
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and use. Extraction facilities include domestic, agricultural, commercial, and industrial
wells and includes wells that are part of a public water system.

Late Registration Fee: Late Registration Fee shall mean the fee as set by the North
Kings Board of Directors, to be charged for extraction facility owners failing to either
register their existing extraction facilities within an initial registration implementation
period (ending November 30, 2025), register their new extraction facilities within 30 days
of the filing of the Well Completion Report with the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR), or provide information to the NKGSA on changes of extraction facility
ownership within 60 days. The initial late registration fee shall be set at $100.00 per
extraction facility.

Operator(s): Operator(s) of extraction facility or extraction facilities shall mean anyone
responsible for the operation of the extraction facility or facilities for that particular parcel
or entity. Examples include farm managers, operations managers or others who are
responsible for and control the operations of said extraction facility or facilities.

Penalties: Penalties shall mean the charges incurred by the extraction facility owner for
failing to register their extraction facility in the specified time frame and will be assessed
in addition to any late registration fees charged. The penalties will be set by the North
Kings GSA Board of Directors.

4.0 Policy

The NKGSA adopts a policy requiring all groundwater extraction facilities to be registered
with the North Kings GSA as outlined below:

A. Well Registration:

All existing and new groundwater extraction facilities located within the North Kings
GSA boundary shall be registered with the North Kings GSA.

B.Required Information:

Registration of groundwater extraction facilities shall include (to the extent known
to landowner at the time of registration) extraction facility owner’s (landowner)
name and contact information, assessor’s parcel number, extraction facility geo-
location, date of construction (or reasonable estimate), extraction facility
construction detail, a copy of the extraction facility/Well Completion Report (if
available), overall depth of the extraction facility, and other such relevant
information, as may, from time to time by appropriate regulation or ordinance, be
determined to be necessary by North Kings GSA for implementation of its GSP
and compliance with SGMA.
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C. New Groundwater Extraction Facilities:

For groundwater extraction facilities constructed after the effective date of this
Policy, the groundwater extraction facility shall be registered within 30 days of the
filing of the Well Completion Report with the DWR, as described in B above.
Failure to register new groundwater extraction facilities within 30 days will result in
a late registration fee being assessed. The landowner may be subject to additional
penalties as determined by the North Kings GSA Board of Directors.

D. Existing Well Registration Deadline:

All existing groundwater extraction facilities shall be registered by November 30,
2025, to avoid payment of the late registration fee and penalties.

E. Late Registration Fee:

A late registration fee shall be paid to the North Kings GSA for each existing
groundwater extraction facility registered with the North Kings GSA after the initial
implementation period ending on November 30, or more than 30 days after
submitting the Well Completion Report to the DWR for new groundwater extraction
facilities. The landowner may also be subject to additional penalties as determined
by the North Kings GSA Board of Directors.

F. Change in Owner:

Within sixty (60) days of any change in ownership or operation of a registered
groundwater extraction facility within the North Kings GSA, the landowner shall
report the name of the owner of each registered groundwater extraction facility, the
parcel number on which the extraction facility is located, along with the names of
all operators for each extraction facility together with any additional information
available on the groundwater extraction facility. Failure to provide change of
ownership or operation information will result in a late registration fee being
assessed. The landowner may be subject to additional penalties as determined
by the North Kings GSA Board of Directors.

G. Change in Extraction Facility Status:

Within thirty (30) days of any change in extraction facility status or operating
condition of registered groundwater extraction facility within the North Kings GSA,
the landowner shall report the status of the extraction facility to the North Kings
GSA. Examples include a groundwater extraction facility that is inactivated or
abandoned due to lack of production or has been properly destroyed. For properly
destroyed extraction facilities, a copy of the Well Destruction Log filed with the
California Department of Water Resources shall be submitted along with the
change in extraction facility status to the North Kings GSA.
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5.0 Effective Date and Modification

a. This Policy shall become effective on May 1, 2025.

b. NKGSA Board of Directors may modify this Policy at any time, at its sole discretion,
pursuant to the applicable procedures described in the NKGSA’s bylaws.
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The foregoing Groundwater Well Registration Policy was passed and adopted by the
Board of Directors of the North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency, at a regular
meeting thereof held on the ggf’\_ day of ﬁ:Qr;[ 2025, by the following vote:

AYES: Uy
NOES: O
ABSENT: |

W%
) Z

haigfnan, Bdard of DirectorU
MeJerry Prieto

North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency

ATTEST:

Aot D-CN pudro——
Kassy D. €hauhan, P.E.

North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Executive Officer

Approved as to legal form and effect:

David Boyer, Esq, AALRR
Legal Counsel — North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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