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1.0 Purpose and Objectives

The purpose of this policy is to ensure compliance with policies and rules adopted by the
North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency (North Kings GSA) Board of Directors
and to provide deterrence to violations through enforcement actions. This Enforcement
Policy (Policy) will: 1) establish guiding principles for the North Kings GSA approach to
enforcement and setting penalties; 2) establish a standardized enforcement framework;
3) authorize the North Kings GSA Executive Officer to propose enforcement
recommendations, subject to Board approval; 4) address other actions to advance the
North Kings GSA’s goal of consistent, fair, firm, meaningful, and timely enforcement that
is transparent to regulated owners and/or operators of any groundwater extraction facility
(hereinafter collectively referred to as “landowners”), while conforming to due process and
other legal obligations; and 5) establish civil penalty guidelines for violations.

The goals of this Policy are to promote compliance with the policies, orders, ordinances,
resolutions, decisions, rules and/or regulations adopted by the North Kings GSA Board
of Directors and applicable to landowners and groundwater extraction facilities within the
North Kings GSA boundary through the adoption and application of consistent
enforcement practices and to develop a sufficient record that ensures landowners and
groundwater extraction facilities subject to enforcement receive due process per the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA) (e.g., notice and an
opportunity to be heard). The North Kings GSA intends for this Policy to promote a
consistent approach to enforcement actions, to make enforcement a high priority, and to
promote a culture of compliance within the North Kings GSA.

2.0 Background

The North Kings GSA is responsible for managing the groundwater within its boundary
and mitigating for the overdraft conditions per the approved Groundwater Sustainability
Plan (GSP). To best manage the groundwater within the boundary, the North Kings GSA
Board of Directors has adopted policies establishing requirements for landowners and
facilities within the North Kings GSA boundary.

SGMA grants authority to groundwater sustainability agencies to adopt rules, regulations,
ordinances, and resolutions for the purpose of reaching sustainability within the

groundwater sustainability agency boundary (Water Code Section 10725.2). Additionally,
SGMA provides authority for groundwater sustainability agency enforcement powers for
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any person who violates any rule, regulation, or resolution adopted pursuant to Water
Code Section 10725.2 (Water Code Section 10732 (a)(2)). The civil penalties shall not
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) plus one hundred dollars ($100) for each additional
day on which the violation continues if the person fails to comply within 30 days after the
groundwater sustainability agency notifies the person of the violation. SGMA also allows
for the action to be taken up in the superior court to determine whether a violation
occurred and to impose civil penalties.

This Policy applies to the North Kings GSA’s groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) and
ali North Kings GSA policies, rules, ordinances, regulations and resolutions, existing now
and in the future, as they may be amended from time to time, as further set forth herein.
Nothing in this Policy in any way restricts or reduces existing enforcement tools and
procedures available to North Kings GSA, or its Executive Officer or legal counsel under
direction of the North Kings GSA Board. Rather, this Policy builds on North Kings GSA’s
existing enforcement and regulatory tools and processes, as well as incorporates best
practices and legal responsibilities, with the goal of better serving North Kings GSA
landowners through nimble, meaningful and transparent enforcement of its GSP and
operating rules, regulations, ordinances, and policies.

3.0 Guiding Principles

Ensuring Compliance: North Kings GSA will strive to ensure compliance with its
GSP, orders, ordinances, resolutions, policies, decisions, rules and/or regulations to
ensure adherence in a fair and equitable manner and provide a deterrent to violations
through its reasonable enforcement efforts.

Consistent Enforcement: North Kings GSA enforcement actions will be consistent,
reliable, non-discriminatory, just and reasonable. North Kings GSA’s enforcement actions
shall be appropriate for each type of violation and shall provide consistent treatment for
violations that are similar in nature and that have similar impacts to North Kings GSA.
Enforcement actions require timely compliance.

Timely Enforcement: North Kings GSA shall pursue timely enforcement, consistent with
the needs of each case.

Progressive Enforcement: North Kings GSA may implement progressive
enforcement, providing an escalating series of actions beginning with notice of a violation
and/or warning letter followed by actions to compel adherence to the North Kings GSA’s
rules, regulations, and policies and may result in the imposition of penalties or fines.
However, progressive enforcement may not be an appropriate enforcement response for
violations resulting from intentional or grossly negligent misconduct, where impacts to the
North Kings GSA are significant or widespread, or where impacts to health or human
safety are present or imminent. In such cases, North Kings GSA reserves the right to
seek immediate court or legal action.
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Transparency: North Kings GSA will provide clear and consistent information about
its enforcement actions. North Kings GSA will monitor and report on its enforcement
actions in a publicly accessible manner, including the extent to which landowners return
to compliance.

Priority of Enforcement: It is the policy of North Kings GSA that every violation should
result in an appropriate enforcement response consistent with the priority of the violation.

4.0 Policy

The North Kings GSA adopts a policy to allow through actions of the Board of Directors
while providing direction to the Executive Officer, pursuit of the following enforcement
actions:

A. Notice of Violation:
1. In Person or Telephone Communication:

As the North Kings GSA pursues violations against landowners of policies it
has approved for action through direction to the Executive Officer and Legal
Counsel, the North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will inform
tandowners in person or by telephone of the violations that must be corrected.
The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will prepare and maintain
a written record of such oral communications and;

The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will memorialize all oral
communications in a written warning via email or letter, Notice of Violation, or
other written communication. Oral communications are not required or
necessary in every case. The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee,
will provide either oral or written communication, including email, as a warning
action in advance of issuing a Notice of Violation, or before referring an issue
to the North Kings GSA Board of Directors for other enforcement in accordance
with the Policy.

2. Warning Letter or Emaik:

The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will send a landowner a
letter or email that identifies potential violations. The North Kings GSA
Executive Officer, or designee, will document the warning letter or email,
including recording the following information: 1) date the letter or email was
sent; 2) date North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, identified the
situation or condition at issue; 3) circumstances under which North Kings GSA
Executive Officer, or designee, identified the situation or condition at issue (e.g.
during inspection, in response to complaint, etc.); and 4) recommended actions
to address the situation or condition at issue, including any recommended
timeframes to complete such actions.
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3. Request for Information or Investigation:

The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, may reguest relevant
information from a landowner to determine compliance and enforcement.
Failure to comply or otherwise make such information available may resuit in
additional enforcement actions in accordance with the Policy.

To moenitor compliance and enforcement, the North Kings GSA Executive
Officer, or designee, may inspect the property or facilities of a person or entity
to ascertain whether compliance is being achieved. The North Kings GSA
Executive Officer, or designee, may conduct an inspection consistent with
Water Code Section 10725.4 upon obtaining any necessary consent from the
landowner or operator, or obtaining an inspection warrant pursuant to the
procedure set forth in Title 13 {commencing with Section 1822.50) of Part 3 of
the Code of Civil Procedure.

4. Formal Notice of Violation:

When a violation is identified, the North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or
designee, will issue a notice of violation to a landowner. A written notice of
violation will be sent by certified mail and will include the following:

i. The policy, rule, regulation, ordinance, resolution, or other order violated
by the landowner including copies of the document establishing the
requirement and a copy of the Policy for enforcement;

i, The facts that form the basis of each violation;

iii. Information related to the potential for additional enforcement action per
the Enforcement Policy;

iv. A date by which the landowner must come into compliance or correct
each violation;

V. A date by which the landowner must certify each violation has been
corrected;
Vi. A penalty amount if the notice of violation includes a penalty and how

the penalty can be paid;
vii.  North Kings GSA staff contact information; and
viii.  Information related to the required response to the notice of violation.
iX. Information related to a request for voluntary hearing before the North
Kings GSA's Board of Directors.

Opportunity to Respond in Writing:

A landowner or operator who receives a Notice of Violation will have an
opportunity to provide a written response. Any written response must be
provided to the North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, within the time
identified in the Notice of Violation. A written response to a Notice of Violation
must include the following:
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i. Statement of facts if the landowner or operator is disputing the existence
of a violation;

ii. A plan to correct any undisputed violations;

i, Confirmation that the landowner or operator will correct any undisputed
violation(s) by the date(s) specified in the Notice of Violation or a
proposal for a later date if more time is needed, along with an
explanation of the need for additional time;

iv. Confirmation that a penalty assessed, if any, will be paid within ninety
(90) days of the issuance of the Notice of Violation or a proposali for
lower penalty amount with an explanation of why the lower amount is
appropriate, Al proposals will be considered by North Kings GSA
Executive Officer, or designee, and a determination regarding the
proposal will be provided in writing to the landowner.

North Kings GSA’s Review of Written Response(s):

The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will review any written
response(s) to a notice of violation and consider any explanation(s) provided.
The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will thereafter make a
recommendation to the North Kings GSA Board of Directors regarding whether
to accept the response or whether to proceed with additional enforcement. The
North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, will provide a rationale for any
recommendations for additional enforcement, including why the person or
entity’s explanation(s) or defense(s) lack merit.  After reviewing the
response(s), the North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, may also
take any of the following actions, when appropriate:

i. Negotiate a proposed settlement for North Kings GSA with legal counsel
and Board review, and as an action for Board approval;

. Request that the person or entity provide additional information;

iii. Recommend appropriate enforcement action to the North Kings GSA
Board of Directors for approval;

iv. Provide written notification to the landowner or operator whether the
response resolved one or more of the violations identified in the notice
of violation, within thirty (30) days of the date the written response was
received.

B.Enforcement Actions:
In the event the landowner or operator continues to fail to comply with North Kings
GSA policies, orders, ordinances, resolutions, decisions, rules and/or regulations,

the North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or designee, may proceed with issuance
of an enforcement order as described below:
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1. Enforcement Order: Following Board approval, the North Kings GSA, its
Executive Officer, legal counsel, or designee may issue a proposed enforcement
order to a landowner or operator. The North Kings GSA Executive Officer, or
designee, will verify delivery of the proposed enforcement order via certified mail.
Proposed enforcement orders will be maintained by the North Kings GSA
Executive Officer, or designee, and will include the following:

i. The law or North Kings GSA order, resolution, ordinance, policy, decision,
rule and/or regulation violated by the landowner or operator including copies
of the applicable document establishing the requirement and a copy of the
Enforcement Policy;

i, The facts forming the basis for each violation;

iil, The number of violations incurred, including the dates on which the
violations occurred:

iv. Information relating to the potential for additional or ongoing violations;

V. A directive to correct each violation;

vi. A date by which the landowner or operator must certify compliance;

vil. if applicable, a directive to pay a fee, assessment or penalty by a date
specified and how to pay to fee, assessment or penalty;

viii.  North Kings GSA’s contact information; and

iX. Information regarding requesting a voluntary hearing before the North Kings

GSA Board of Directors on the proposed enforcement order.

2. The North Kings GSA Board may designhate its Executive Officer and/or legal
counsel the responsibility of preparing and/or transmitting a proposed
enforcement order to a landowner or operator.

3. Requests for Hearing

A landowner or operator may request a hearing before the North Kings GSA
Board on a proposed enforcement order by submitting a written request for a
hearing within thirty (30) days of receipt of the proposed enforcement order. The
right to a hearing is forfeited if the request is not submitted timely. if a timely
hearing request is not received, the proposed enforcement order will become final
upon adoption by the North Kings GSA Board of Directors. Absent a stay of
enforcement by the North Kings GSA Board of Directors, corrective actions
designated in a proposed enforcement order will remain in effect while a request
for a hearing is pending. Neither payment of any associated assessment, fee, or
penalty nor the submission of a timely hearing request shall excuse the landowner
from resolving a violation. The hearing will allow oral or written presentations as
part of the meeting.

Referral to Legal Counsel — Civil Action: The North Kings GSA Executive Officer,
or designee, may request that the North Kings GSA Board of Directors refer the

matter to legal counsel for the filing of a civil action, including for injunctive relief.
Any authorization for North Kings GSA's participation in litigation or other legal
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proceeding(s) requires a unanimous vote of all North Kings GSA’s Directors of

the Board.

5.0 Penalties

Any person or entity whether acting as principal, agent, employer, or otherwise, who
violates any North Kings GSA rule, regulation, ordinance, policy or resolution adopted
pursuant to SGMA or the terms and/or conditions of any permit issued to any person or
entity, may be punishable by a fine per violation as presented below:

Maximum Penalties as Defined by CA Water Code Section 10732 (a){(1) and (2)

Violation Penalty (Water Code section 10732)

13t Violation Written Notice of Violation with 90 days to comply, plus payment
of late fees.

27 Violation Up to $500 civil penalty, plus any late fees, and 90 days to comply.

3 Violation or
More

Up to $1,000 civil penalty, plus $100 for every day on which the
violation continues; plus, any late fees.

Excess
Groundwater
Extractions
(I/When Adopted
and Implemented)

Up to $500 per acre-foot extracted in excess of the amount that
the person or entity is authorized to extract. Additional details will
be determined iffwhen any groundwater extraction policy is
adopted and implemented.

All persons and entities in receipt of a civil penalty may appeal to the North Kings GSA
Board of Directors by contacting the Executive Officer, or designee.

6.0 Effective Date and Modification

a. This Policy shall become effective on September 4, 2026,

b. NKGSA Board of Directors may modify this Policy at any time, at its sole discretion,
pursuant to the applicable procedures described in the North Kings GSA’s bylaws,
following review and recommendation to modify from the North Kings GSA
Advisory Committee.
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The foregoing Enforcement and Penalty Policy was passed and adopted by the Board of
Directors of the North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency, at a regular meeting
thereof held on the 37¢/ day of \56/07’10/77&4’{' 2026, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:

ABSENT:

e

Lc%rw 1 ’(/Z»/L/Lc’
Chaifman; Boargdof Directors
MrJerry Prietd_/
North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency

ATTEST:

Kassy D. %auhan, P.E.

North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Executive Officer

Approved as to legal form and effect:

David Boyer, Esq, AALRR
Legal Counsel — North Kings Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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